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ADVANCING INNOVATION THROUGH SUSTAINABILITY 
 

The World Environment Center is a 43 year old organization that must constantly re-

new itself.  During this past year, WECõs Board updated our strategic plan to focus on 

a more defined mission of òaccelerating sustainability solutions through innovation, 

thought leadership and public-private collaboration.ó  This business driven approach 

guides all of WECõs activitiesñincluding roundtables, capacity building projects, the 

Gold Medal program, and our diverse publications ñand provides a resilient platform 

for the future.  As sustainability migrates from the periphery to the core of business 

strategy and operations, you will see in this Annual Review the various approaches our 

diverse membership applies to harmonize business value creation with civil society's 

broader needs. 

Terry F. Yosie, WEC President & CEO 
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THOUGHT LEADERSHIP 

 

WEC provides business leaders with the opportunity to discuss current and emerging topics of high business value 

that are associated with environmental and other sustainability trends and governance systems. WEC's Executive 

Roundtables, workshops, webinars, speeches, publications and many collaboration opportunities with some of the 

leading global experts help decision-makers to be part of the innovations taking place.  

In 2017 WEC concentrated on: 

Transforming Sustainability into Business Strategy: 

§ Sustainable Development as Business Strategy Roundtable was held in San Salvador, El Salvador on Novermber 30, 

2016. This project falls within the framework of the Pathways to Cleaner Production program was funded by the US State 

Department. WEC stressed the need and importance of introducing sustainability in university curricula to prepare and 

equip students to pursue professional careers that  saw the new trends of cleaner production methods embedded in 

company processes. (Project Summary found on page 4). 

§ What Every Board Member and C-Suite Executive Should Know About Transforming Sustainability Into Business Strategy, 

Article was published by the Conference Board, March 27, 2017. Link can be found here. 

§ Managing a Transformed World:  How Risk Assessment and Megatrends Drive New Business and Policy Frameworks, 

WEC Lecture at Miliken School of Public Health, George Washington University, April 6, 2017.  The lecture reviews adap-

tation strategies by private sector organizations and the need to re-focus regulatory tools and frameworks. 

Circular Economy: 

§ Moving the Circular Economy From Concept to Business Strategy and Operations, Published by the Conference Board, 

September 25, 2017. Link can be found here. 

§ Collaboration for Achieving Circular Economy Business Solutions, was an Executive Roundtable sponsored by The Dow 

Chemical Company in Zürich, Switzerland on April 26, 2017.  Thirty-three thought leaders assessed how advancing the 

circular economy requires new business models (including service models that exist in parallel with the sale of products) 

and collaboration strategies that engage all major value chain participants. Download summary here. 

Preparing Business Leaders for a Sustainable Future: 

§ Managing for Business and Societal Impacts: An Outcome Based Approach to Corporate Strategy and Goal Setting - this 

was an Erb Institute and WEC Roundtable, co-sponsored with the Dow Chemical Company, held on Nov 30 & Dec 1, 

2017 in Washington D.C.  The Roundtable focused on three major themes:  developing business models to satisfy busi-

ness and consumer needs; tightening the connection between goal setting and measuring actual impacts; and transition-

ing from social license to business resilience.  Summary for the event is linked here. 

http://tcbblogs.org/governance/2017/03/27/what-every-board-member-and-c-suite-executive-should-know-about-transforming-sustainability-into-business-strategy/

