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SDG progress is too slow
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• Advances but overall progress not on track 

• Trends in wrong direction

• Incremental change vs exponential change

• Lack of progress underlined by COVID-19

Source: UN Sustainable Development Goals Report 2020
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The GlobeScan SustainAbility Survey
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Experts Remain Critical of Progress
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Excellent (4+5)

Neutral (3)

Poor (1+2)

DK/NA

“Poor” (1+2),

All Respondents, 2017–2021 

1%

4%

41%

54%

2021

2019

2017

How would you rate the 

progress made to date in the 

transition to sustainable 

development globally?

.

Question

54%

49%

54%
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Climate Action Viewed as the Most Urgent Goal 
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Which three Sustainable 

Development Goals (SDGs) 

do you think require the 

most urgent action? 
Question

Climate Action

Industry, Innovation and Infrastructure

Sustainable Cities and Communities

Partnerships for the Goals

Gender Equality

Affordable and Clean Energy

Life Below Water

Clean Water and Sanitation

Good Health and Well-being

Peace, Justice and Strong Institutions

Decent Work and Economic Growth

Zero Hunger

Quality Education

No Poverty

Responsible Consumption and Production

Reduced Inequalities

Life on Land

61

5

7

8

9

11

13

14

15

16

16

18

19

19

22

22

22

+4

-5

+5

+3

+5

-3

-3

Most Urgent Goal, Total Mentions, All Respondents (%), 2019–2021
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Most Urgent Goals are Making Less Progress
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How would you rate 

society’s performance to 

date in having achieved 

progress toward each one of 

the Sustainable 

Development 

Goals (SDGs)? 

Question

Perceived Urgency vs Progress 

Achieved, All Respondents, 2021
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Climate Action Receives Most Attention in Organizations
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Which of the Sustainable 

Development Goals (SDGs), 

if any, receive the most 

attention within your own 

organization (or within your 

own work if more 

applicable)? 

Question

Total Mentions,

All Respondents (%), 2017–2021

2021

2019

2017
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COVID-19 and its Impacts are Expected to Slow 
Progress on the SDGs
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Which of the Sustainable 

Development Goals (SDGs), 

if any, receive the most 

attention within your own 

organization (or within your 

own work if more 

applicable)? 

Question

44

36

35

32

29

39

38

36

33

26

50

57

48

53

59

51

50

54

63

59

6

7

16

11

12

8

12

10

4

15

1

4

2

Service & Media

NGOs

Corporate

Government*

Academic & Research

North America

Asia-Pacific

Europe

Latin America

Africa/Middle East

Accelerate progress Slow progress No change Don't know10%

No ChangeAccelerate Progress Slow progress

All Respondents, 2021

*Small sample size (n=19) All Respondents, 2021 (%) 

54%

36%
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The opportunity for business
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“Achieving the Global Goals 

opens up US$12 trillion of 

market opportunities…”
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The opportunity for business
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Source: WBCSD
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…How is business 
approaching the challenge?
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The case for sector level collaboration
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“…players in all sectors will 

benefit from developing 

detailed “roadmaps” to guide 

their sector’s shift to 

sustainable development in line 

with the Global Goals.”
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The case for sector level collaboration
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Factors for success – Clarity on purpose
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• Prioritise SDGs

• Guiding vision

• Consider implementation 
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Factors for success – Internal engagement
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• Working group representation

• Industry Association role

• Consider potential barriers
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Factors for success – External engagement
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• Nature of engagement can vary

• Adds credibility / tests ambition
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Further resources
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Institute GSS SDG Survey 2021 

GlobeScan-SustainAbility 

Survey 2021: Evaluating 

Progress on the SDGs

Institute STN research on 

Collaboration

https://www.sustainability.com/t

hinking/leveraging-the-power-

of-collaborations/

WBCSD Sector Roadmaps 

https://www.wbcsd.org/Program

s/People/Sustainable-

Development-Goals/SDG-

Sector-Roadmaps

WBCSD SDG Hub – resources 

for business https://sdghub.com/

https://www.sustainability.com/thinking/globescan-sustainability-survey-2021/
https://www.sustainability.com/thinking/leveraging-the-power-of-collaborations/
https://www.wbcsd.org/Programs/People/Sustainable-Development-Goals/SDG-Sector-Roadmaps
https://sdghub.com/
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